ADDRESS

by
PRESIDENT ANWAL EL SADAT

at the Popular Rally held in Aswan
in celebration of completing the High Dam
January 15, 1971

In the name of God,

Brethren, before 1 start my specch I have
to convey, in your name, deep thanks and gra-
titude te our brother and friend President
Podgorny for the Soviet Government’s decision
to implement the projects for the introducticn
of electricity to the Kgyptian countryside,

This decision will be recorded by cur peo-
ple together with other decisions during the
times of ordeal. Today as we construct our
country, the Soviet Union extends to us =aid
not only during times of ordeal and erisis, hut
also to build up our couniry and to introduce
electricity to our villages, to develop our society
in the times of ordeal and the times of prospe-
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rity. We shall never forget these decisions Ly
the Soviet Union.

In your name, I tell them that we will
continue to be their loyal and strong friends.

Brethren, I can only start zpeaking in this
place and on this occasion by mentioning a
great man to whom the first and highest cre-
dit should go for the achievement of the ob-
jective and the fulfilment of the dream. Both
Gamal Abdel Nasser and the Aswan High Dam
are great symbols. Gamal Andel Nasser is the
symbol of the nation. The High Dam is the
svmbol of the power of this nation.

They both mingled with each other to the
degree that we can say that the High Dam can
relate every aspect of the great story of the
role and work of Gamal Abdel Nasser. The
role and work of Gamal Abdel Nasser can, in
turn, tell the great story of building the High
Dam.

Tt is rather significant, brethren, that
Gamal Abdel Nasser, in his last official and
popular address to the people cn July 23, 1970
began his address by saying that he had re-
ceived a message from the Minister ¢f the High
Dam informing him that the construction of
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the Dam was completed. This was as if he
wanted to tell us that the hope has been fui-
filled and that the path had become clear. To-
day as we meet here with our dearest friends
to celebrate the completion of this great con-
structive enterprise after the departure of the
immortal leader, there are certain meanings
that can never escape our minds. We have be-
fore us here a life which has remained for long
eras and centuries awaiting the will for change.
This was the long awaited dream. We have
before us here the histary of the hero who
was able to embrace the suppressed aspirations
of this nation, to give expression and fulfil
them through the Revolution.

We have before us here a great accom-
plishment fulfilled by a genuine people, a peo-
ple who were capable of assuming such a great
responsibility, a people who preserved their
aspirations throughout the eras, then respond-
ed to their national leadership in a decisive
moment in the history of the struggle, on July
23, 1952,

Brethren, in a word, we have here bhefore
us, the dream, the leader and the accomplish-
ment, or, in other words, we have here before
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us the principle, the Revolution and the peo-

-ple.

There are other meanings that we are
aware of at this glerious moment. That we
celebrate the completion of the construction
of the High Dam in the absence of 1its hero
is the meaning of continuity. That we celebrate
the completion of the High Dam in the midst
of the battle is the meaning of persistence.
That we celebrate the completion of the con-
struction of the High Dam amongst the sincer-
est of friends means that we are not alcne in
the battle, but we have with us all the forces
of good, love, freedom and peace in this world.

Brethren and friends,

It is my pleasure and honour on this oc-
casion te dwell on the great and effective sup-
port of the Soviet Union, its great peoples and
capable leadership in the construction of this
great work and great symbol, at the -came
time.

The role of the Soviet Union in this great
work does not need any cemparison to the role
of another party. But the place, the occasion,
the atmosphere and the urgent preoccupations
dictate a reference to this comparison. There
was an American promise of assistance to build
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the High Dam, but those who made the pro-
mise were those whe broke it and thought
that they were able to shake our nation’s self-
confidence, dreams, revoluticnary leadership
and its aspirations in development ang revolu-
tion.

Gamal Abdel Nasser went to the Soviet
Union. The Soviet Union had neither been com.-
mitted nor made any promise, yet it gave an
undertaking. It met with Gemal Abdel Nasser
and with our people on the project and the
High Dam building wag coinpleted,

The broken American promise was not
the first nor was it the last promisge broken
by those who gave it. The Soviet support to
us in building the High Dam was not the first
nor was it the last. To be mcre specific it wag
offered as an expression of the aspirations of
the peoples looking forward to freedom and
Peace and who are rebellicus against imperial-
ist exploitation and Suppression.

The broken American bromises in al
spheres did not satisfy thcse who broke them,
but they persisted in what is much worse than
this, and adopted a hostile attitude towards

all things which they attempted to falsify hy
words.
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In 1953, they promised to give us arms,
but they broke their promise and gave arms
to Israel. In 1956, they gave the promise to
assist in building the High Dam. You all know
what happened. In 1957, they promised to al-
low social political development to take its free
course in the area so that nothing against its
will would be imposed on it.

In the same year, they worked out a plot
in an attempt to invadc Syria; so much for
distant history. In 1967, they gave the promise
to preserve the territorial integrity of the
countries of the region. In the meantime, all
their work was aimed at supperting the Is-

raeli aggression and giving their blessing to
its designs. In 1968, they gave the promise
to assist in the implementation of the Securi-
ty Council Resolution. In the same year, they
gave Israel the Phantom aircraft. In 1969, they

affirmed the necessity of solving the crisis. In
the same year, they sided fully with Israel.

In 1970, there was their promise represent-
ed in the Rogers proposals. In the same year
they gave Israel 500 million dollars to become
more arrogant in its rejection of every at-
tempt at peace based on justice.

Even in these days of 1971, we hear about
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their desire for peace and at the eamé time,
we see them support aggression, the continued
occupation of our territory and the full Jeopar-
dy of the Palestine people’s rights.

Their broken and unfuifilled promise con-
cerning the High Dam is a link in a continuous
chain which leaves us in no doubt that what
we see is an American political line inimical
to the aspirations of the Arab people, and
threatening the legitimate ambitions which
constitute peaceful development — building for
life and not wasting itself in war.

Every broken and unfulfilled American
promise, brethren, is countered by a Soviet
promise which has been fulfilled or is on its
way to fulfilment. In every sphere there is
hope and work : in industry, land reclamaticn,
the installation of power-grids, arms, training,
and unlimited, unconditional political support.
This is because the Soviet Union is confident
that its attitude is one of partnership in the
defence of freedom and of peace.

Brethren, on this occasion, as we are on
the threshold of a decisive test in the history
of our people and our nation and in the direc-
tion of our struggle and action, I want to de-




fine ‘our attitude in a manner susceptible of
no doubt or misinterpretation. :

First : We demand peace baged on justice.
Our demand for pcace is genuine, for in front.
of us there are many tasks of peace represent-
ed in the building, reconstruction and develop-
ment of our pecple’s economic and social ener-
gies.

o Second : We cannot accept continued 9c-
cupation of our territory. We believe that the
sacred duty, or rather the sacred right, of
every people and every nation lies primarily
in the defence of ifs land against the colonial-
ists and invaders whatever their strength and
their support may be.

Third : We accepted the Qecurity Council
Resclution helisving that it eontains most ele-
ments of a just solution to 2 dangerous crisis
in a dangerous place in the world. If we feel
oiir obligations to our territory, we also feel
an obligation to international peace.

Fourth : We did not go to the United Na-
tions to loge our way in sterile manoeuvres or
to ‘drown in vague formulas. We went to ac-
quire-a solution basged -on- the ‘principles of in-
teimational law and international legality.-
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We have co-operated to the farthest limit
with the mnternadcnal COLInUITY and weleom-
ed we great roie of ihe big rour considering
their special responsiouity as permanent mem-
bers ot the Secuvity Counct. in do: mg s0, wé
did not mean tc compicie formatites, we were
really demanding a sotution.

Fifth : Our Avab nation is detem’nined.
Our Egyptian peopie are capable. Gur Armed
Forces know their duty. We want peace if
there is a chance for peace, but it is incumbent
upon us first and last v Lb#rate the land and
establish the naticnal and Avab wwill,

Sixiin 1 The Palesiman pecple are not a
group of refugee camps but a people havmg
all national rights. Their cause is not a
guestion of human syinpathy but a guestion
of a political existence
of values and meanings.

all consequences

Brethren, you have heard and will hear
here from others a great deal about the size
of the High Dam and the eiforts exerted and
the broad hopes as well as the great accom-
plishments which ensued and would ensue -ag
a result of the completion cof its construction.:
Once again, 1 wish at the cloge of my speech
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to deal with the symbol of the High Dam after
you have heard akout work on it.

The High Dam was 2 pattle fought and
ended in victory; the victory of the free will,
the organised and ccientific endeavour and the
victory of the friendship of freedom and peace.

The great symbols in the life of the na-
tion are not events which occur and are al-
ways forgotten. The symbols in the life of na-
tions are but signals of enduring capability.

Today, we proclaim our victory in a bat-
tle and tomorrow we stand on the threshold of
ancther challenge. But the determination is
the same and the will is the same will. Like-
wise, the organised ccientific endeavour is the
same and the friendship for freedom and peace
is the same friendship for freedom and peace.

1 wish here, brethren, to greet, once
again, the memory of the leader who has de-
parted, and at the same time, hail the effort
of his people who remain forever.

1 wish to greet once more the value of
Arab-Soviet friendship represented by our
friend Nikolai Podgorny, and also to hail the
genuineness and continuity of this friendship.
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Once more I alsc wish to hail the pro-
fundity of our feelings towards our brothers
and friends of whem I mention those from
the Sudan, Libya and Somalia and all the heads
of delegations who have come to join in our
celebrations, underlining their true friendship
and support for us.

I must also pay tribute to the joint ef-
fort of the Arab and Soviet workers and
engineers, and place on record that the Arab
and Soviet friends still have other accomplish-
ments before them.

Again I wish to greet the great Arab-
Soviet friendship, repeating and affirming that
it is a partnership in the struggle for freedom
and peace in the face of colonialism and ag-
gression, a friendship in the struggle for the
victory of right.

As I told you, today while we celebrate
a victory we have been able to achieve, we
must look forward with God’s help and will,
to another victory which we have no alterna-
tive but to win.

May God guide your steps and God’s peace
and blessings be upon you.
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